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From the Principal’s Desk
MISSION STATEMENT

Rooted in Catholic faith, and committed to academic excellence, St. Joseph Catholic School
develops personal responsibility, character, service, and leadership.

Lessons and Carols – Wednesday at 9:00 am
St. Joseph Catholic Church
Join us in Church at 9:00 am on Wednesday for Advent Lessons and Carols, which will be led by our
Middle School Choir and our music students. You are welcome to meet us in church and sit with your child
for the prayer service.
Possibly the best-known Christmas service in the Western
world is the festival of Nine Lessons and Carols. This
service celebrates the birth of Jesus by telling the story of
the fall of humanity, the promise of the Messiah, and the
birth of Jesus in a series of short readings from the Bible.
The readings are interspersed with carols, choral music,
and congregational singing of hymns. The format for this
service originated in England in 1918 and began a
tradition that is now almost 100 years old.
We are proud to have our students participate in this Advent service as we prepare for the celebration of
Christmas.

Congratulations to Our Parents Who Became Knights of Columbus
Congratulations to our fathers from St. Joseph School who became Knights last Thursday! The Knights of
Columbus welcomed Gerordo Avila, Robert Belville and Ian Forrest. This wonderful men’s group supports
our school in many ways throughout the year.

Thank You to the Knights for Hosting our Breakfast with Santa
Thanks to the Knights of Columbus, our St. Joseph families enjoyed breakfast with a very special guest on
Saturday morning. Children and families were grateful for the pancake breakfast, and for the time with
Santa Claus as he stopped in to greet our children.

Wishing Mrs. Roberts the Best as She Moves to Oregon
You will be missed at SJCS!
A note from Mrs. Roberts: As many of you know, my husband and I have been planning a cross country
move to Oregon. While we initially intended to leave this summer, it seems God had other plans for us, and
it's with a very heavy heart that I announce my last day at St. Joseph Catholic School will be this
Wednesday, December 20th.
I knew when I first started that I wouldn't stay here in Florida forever, but I couldn't have imagined how hard
it would be to actually leave. I've come to love each and every one of you, especially all my Aftercare
regulars. I want to thank all of you for this amazing opportunity, and most of all, the opportunity to get to
know some truly wonderful children.
Merry Christmas to all my friends and family at St. Joe’s - and a happy New Year!
Mrs. Roberts

New Art Teacher and Aftercare Director
We will welcome Mrs. Sarah Natoli, who will begin at St. Joseph Catholic School on January 8th, following
Christmas vacation. Mrs. Natoli received her teaching certification through the University of South Florida,
and will be teaching Art, as well as serving as our Aftercare Director.
Please join us in welcoming her and assisting her with a smooth transition for our children.

Thank you for a Wonderful Christmas Program
Thank you to Miss Gaillard, Mr. Corbet, and all who made our Christmas program so special this year. Our
children were well prepared and gave an amazing performance.

Jesse Tree Gift Delivery
One of our four-year-olds came into the office recently and saw all of our gifts that had been collected for
the Jesse Tree. The child exclaimed, “That is a lot of generosity”. Those words summarized the gracious
response of our students and parents as we collected gifts and books for area service agencies.
Our Student Council and Honor Society members loaded our school bus and delivered the gifts last week.
Migrant Preschool

Big Brothers – Big Sisters

Hope Family Services

Samoset Elementary School

Knights of Columbus Poster Contest
All Posters are Due on Wednesday

Danza de Matlachines
“La Guadalupana”
On the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe our students enjoyed a beautiful celebration performance. You
can view the dancers and our students on YouTube at

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6D-BW3AKReM

Weekly Activities
Monday, December 18
8:00 am
4th Grade will lead Advent Prayers
3:00 pm
Jr. Legion of Mary
3:00 pm
Choir Practice for Christmas Eve Mass
Tuesday, December 19
3:00 pm
Tennis Club
Wednesday, December 20
9:00 am
Lessons and Carols in the Church (Families are invited)
11:30 am
Dismissal for Christmas break (Please see attached pickup directions)
Christmas Eve, December 24th
4:00 pm
Children’s Choir singing during Mass
Monday, January 8
8:00 am
School resumes

Around Campus Last Week

Preschool and VPK classes presented their Christmas programs for parents and friends.

Kindergarten sang for the residents at Summerfield.

Eighth Grade enjoyed time with their Reading Buddies.

All students will be picked
up at 11:30 am in the car
line. This includes all
preschool classes. Mrs. Roy
will bring the sign out book
to the cars.

Wednesday Dismissal at 11:30 am

Because of the Food Pantry
traffic and extra car pick up
traffic, we ask that all
drivers carefully follow our
alternate pick up rules.

All cars enter the parking lot
from 33rd Avenue and
follow the cones to go
around the campus to the
pick up area. THERE WILL
BE NO PARKING BETWEEN
THE PARISH OFFICES AND
THE SCHOOL.

As the cars approach this
area, maintenance staff will
direct drivers into two lines.
When pick up begins, the cars in the double lines will be directed to alternate and proceed through the gate to the pick up area.
Please follow the directions of the maintenance staff carefully for the safety of all of our children.

At no time may cars enter the campus from 30th street or the exit in front of the church. The exits are clearly marked “No Entrance”.

Please do not come to the office and request early pickup. All students will be dismissed at 11:30 in the carline.
Thank you for your cooperation!

