Weekly Newsletter
October 29, 2017

From the Principal’s Desk
ST. JOSEPH CARNIVAL – 4 DAYS!
www.sjscarnival.org

The Carnival rides starting arriving today and we will watch the setup throughout the week!
Yesterday, we sent an email to let all parents know we will have an alternate drop off and pick up this week. I
have attached the drop off and pick up procedures to this newsletter as well. Please read carefully! We need all
parents to keep our children safe and follow the directions.
We still need volunteers! We are filling in the spaces but still need all of our parents to assist with this very large
community event! This is your chance to show your children how important St. Joseph Catholic School is to your
family!
Sign up to volunteer by going to our Carnival website at www.sjscarnival.org
Or….visit the school website and select the Volunteer Opportunities link
Or….visit the Parent Portal and choose the Volunteer Opportunties link
You can also visit the Sign Up directly at http://bit.ly/2e9MvuS
SIGN UP SHEETS ARE ALSO POSTED OUTSIDE OF THE SCHOOL OFFICE!
100% parent/family participation per homeroom equals a Pizza Party for that classroom!! Some of our
classes are getting very close!

Homeroom
Grade PK 3
Grade VPK-A
Grade VPK-B
Grade K
Grade 1-A

Percent of
Parents
50%
67%
14%
24%
50%

Homeroom
Grade 1-B
Grade 2-A
Grade 2-B
Grade 3
Grade 4

Percent of
Parents
41%
87%
57%
36%
52%

Homeroom
Grade 5
Grade 6-A
Grade 6-B
Grade 7
Grade 8

Discount Tickets are Available
These need to be purchased by 3:00 pm Thursday
Prior to the Carnival openingl
No Exceptions

Percent of
Parents
20%
57%
50%
59%
71%

NOW is the time to purchase your tickets. All pre-sale ride tickets are discounted...for example the
cost of a Mega (4-day) wristband that allows you to ride any day, every day and ALL day is offered
before the event ONLY at $60. If you were to buy a ride wristband at the door, the price would be
$30 for one day. You will be getting 2 days FREE! Please see the information at the end of this
newsletter regarding pre-sale tickets. St. Joseph Catholic School receives a higher percentage of
the sale on all pre-sale tickets, and families receive better pricing! This is a win-win for all of us!

Get a St. Joseph Catholic School Glow Wristband!
All students who have purchased a presale wristband….or who purchase one this week, will receive
a special glow wristband, that bears our school name. The wristband can be worn this week in
anticipation of the Carnival! Let’s all glow with spirit this week in support of SJCS!

Mark your calendars!
Our Otis Spunkmeyer items will be
delivered on November 15th
from 2:30 – 6:00 pm.
Watch for Volunteer Signups to help with distribution!

Weekly Activities
Don’t forget: Builders Club is collecting coats, jackets, and sweaters for One Warm Coat for the
homeless. Students are collecting canned fruit for the Food Pantry. Thank you for your help!
Monday, November 6
Vocation Awareness Week
8:15am – 9:15am
PTO/Homeroom Parents
8:00am – 2:00pm
8th Grade to Visit Cardinal Mooney
3:00pm – 3:45pm
Chorus Practice
3:00pm – 4:00pm
Garden Club
3:00pm – 4:15pm
Runners Club
3:15pm – 4:15pm
Little Pros
4:00pm – 5:00pm
Girls Basketball Game - Classical Academy
4:45pm – 5:45pm
Boys Basketball Game - Sarasota Military Academy
5:45pm – 6:45pm
Girls Basketball Game - Sarasota Military Academy
Tuesday, November 7
11:45am – 12:30pm Student Council Lunch - Room 724
3:00pm – 3:45pm
Spring Musical Audition Workshop
3:00pm – 4:00pm
Tennis Club
3:00pm – 4:00pm
Intermediate Guitar
4:00pm – 5:00pm
Girls Basketball Home vs. Imagine North Manatee
5:00pm – 6:00pm
Boys Basketball Game Home vs. Imagine North Manatee
Wednesday, November 8
3:00pm – 4:00pm
Beginning Guitar
3:00pm – 5:00pm
Odyssey Teams
Thursday, November 9
3:00pm – 4:00pm
Irish Dance
3:00pm – 4:00pm
Intermediate Guitar
5:00pm – 10:00pm
CARNIVAL BEGINS
Friday, November 10
NO SCHOOL - VETERANS DAY HOLIDAY
3:00pm – 11:00pm
CARNIVAL
Saturday, November 11
3:00pm – 11:00pm
CARNIVAL
Sunday, November 12
3:00pm – 8:00pm
CARNIVAL
Monday, November 13
No School for Students
Carnival Clean Up
Professional Development Day for Teachers

Auditions for “Fiddler on the Roof”
This year, our students will be performing “Fiddler on the
Roof, Jr. We plan to get scripts and music to students
early this year to begin practice!
November 7th, 3:00 - 3:45- Audition Workshop
Students will be introduced to how to give a successful
audition. We will go over a song they have the option of
singing during their audition. Not mandatory- but highly
encouraged.
November 14- 3:00 - 4:00 Auditions for Fiddler on the
Roof, Jr.
*Parent volunteer needed to wait with students (please
contact Miss Gaillard if you can assist)
November 17- Casting Announced by End of School Day
November 21- 3:00-3:45- Parent Meeting in Music Room- All Cast
Pick up Scores and CDs, Parent Volunteer Sign-up Sheets, Q&A's

State Champion – Knights of Columbus Soccer Challenge

Congratulations to Ellie Schofield who won
the State Championship for the nine-yearold girls’ division! Great work, Ellie!

Breakfast with the Saints
Thank you to the Knights of Columbus for preparing the breakfast for this
event, and to the Suddenly Seniors for their support!
Students shared their
research and Saint’s
stories with Suddenly
Seniors, parishioners,
and parents who
attended “Breakfast
with the Saints”
Special thanks to our
fourth and fifth graders
for all of their hard work
in preparing for this
special Holy Day event.

More photos on our school website!

STREAM in Action!
Fifth Grade built and tested their solar cars!

Fifth Grade Researched Spices of the 1500s and their Impact on World Trade Routes

VPK Saints’ Skits – Our Littlest
Saints!

As we prepare for Carnival, the following article may be helpful in focusing on…..

Why Volunteer?

Volunteering at St. Joseph Catholic School serves many purposes. Our fundraisers involve the
whole community in getting to know our school family. These events help to lower our tuition for
our children. In addition, your children see first-hand how important this school is for your family,
and how much you value your child’s education.

What Every Parent Should Know

Researchers have been studying the effects parent attitudes and actions have on their children's
academic success for more than 30 years. The results have been consistent. Anne Henderson
and Nancy Berla summed it up in their book A New Generation of Evidence: The Family Is
Critical to Student Achievement, which reviewed the existing research: "When parents are
involved in their children's education, the children do better in school. And when parents are
involved in school, children go farther in school and the schools they go to are better." Students
see first-hand how important their school is to their parents, and realize the value of their
education.

Major Benefits of Volunteering

Research shows that when parents are involved in their children's education, the children are
more likely to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

earn better grades.
score higher on tests.
attend school regularly.
have better social skills.
show improved behavior.
be more positive in their attitude toward school.
complete homework assignments.
graduate and continue their education.

More Is Better

Parents can serve many different roles in the educational process: helping at home with
homework, advocates for their children, volunteers, fundraisers, boosters. And they can even
serve in decision-making and oversight roles for the school. The more parents participate in a
sustained way at each of these levels, the better for student achievement.

Start Early

When parents get involved early in their children's education, the results are more pronounced
and long-lasting

A Significant Difference

One study found that students from families with above-average parent involvement were 30
percent more successful in school than those with below-average involvement. Success was
measured by GPA; test scores in math, science, reading, and social studies; promotion and
retention rates; and teacher ratings.

A Final Note

Why should parents get involved? Because involvement can make a dramatic difference for their
children. Parent involvement is a powerful tool. Spread the word, meet other parents,
support St. Joseph Catholic School, and volunteer!

Morning Drop-Off During Carnival Week
Monday, Nov. 6 through Thursday, Nov. 9
Carnival rides will start arriving on Sunday afternoon in the North Parking Lot! For the safety of our children during Carnival week, we need
everyone to work together. We will have extra staff and safety patrol students at the South Gate on Monday morning, beginning at 7:35 am. ALL
STUDENTS, VPK through 8th Grade must be dropped off from the car line. VPK parents will remain in their cars, and a staff member will bring the
sign-in book to the cars. Safety patrol will escort younger students to class. To keep lines moving quickly, please have name hang tags in place.
Please do not park and walk across the car lines. We appreciate your assistance. We need to keep the lines moving. Please make sure students are
ready to quickly exit the cars. The diagram below shows the route for drop-off and exiting the grounds.

After drop-off, all cars exiting North or
East will proceed around the building to
the 26th Street exit.
After drop-off, all cars exiting South or
West will turn left and exit onto
31st Street.
Thank you for your understanding
and cooperation!
We appreciate your patience and help in
keeping our children safe!

Afternoon	
  Pick-‐up	
  During	
  Carnival	
  Week	
  
Monday, Nov. 6 through	
  Thursday,	
  Nov.	
  9
We	
   will	
   have	
   staff	
   and	
   safety	
   patrol	
   students	
   in	
   the	
   North	
   pick-‐up	
   area	
   on	
   M o n d a y afternoon.	
   	
   ALL	
   STUDENTS,	
   VPK	
   through	
   8th	
   Grade	
   must	
  
be	
  picked	
  up	
  from	
  the	
  car	
  line.	
  VPK	
  parents	
  will	
  remain	
  in	
  their	
  cars,	
  and	
  a	
  staff	
  member	
  will	
  bring	
  the	
  sign-‐out	
  book	
  to	
  the	
  cars	
  (as	
  is	
  currently	
  
done)	
  Safety	
  patrol	
  will	
  escort	
  younger	
  students	
  to	
  cars.	
  To	
  keep	
  lines	
  moving	
  quickly,	
  please have name hang tags in place.
Please	
  do	
  not	
  park	
  in	
  the	
  North	
  Lot.	
  	
  We	
  appreciate	
  your	
  assistance.	
  	
  The	
  diagram	
  below	
  shows	
  the	
  route	
  for	
  pick-‐up	
  and	
  exiting	
  the	
  grounds.	
  	
  	
  

After	
  pick-‐up,	
  all	
  cars	
  exiting North or East	
  will	
  
proceed	
  to	
  the	
  26th	
  Street	
  exit.	
  	
  Stay	
  in	
  the	
  left	
  
lane	
   if	
   turning	
   North,	
   stay	
   in	
   the	
   right	
   lane	
   if	
  
exiting	
  straight	
  ahead.	
  	
  
After	
   pick-‐ up,	
   all	
   cars	
   exiting South or West	
  
will	
  turn	
   to	
   the	
   right	
   in	
   front	
   of	
   the	
   church,	
  
and	
   proceed	
  to	
  the	
  next	
  exit	
  for	
  26th	
  Street.	
  
Thank	
   you	
   for	
   your	
   understanding	
   and	
  
cooperation!	
  
We appreciate your patience as we get ready for
the Carnival!
All staff will be assisting with dismissal. Please
avoid calling the office or requesting to enter the
gate from 2:45 to 3:15.

2017 Carnival Spectacular
November 9-12, 2017
How can our Saint Joseph Families Help?!?!
Sign up to volunteer (5 hour volunteer requirement)! Contact PTO at PTO@sjsfl.org for
questions. And yes you can get ALL your volunteer hours completed at the Carnival. Anyone
that you bring to volunteer, counts towards your family’s required hours (They MUST be 16
years old or older!) Go online to SignUp Genius to get your desired date & time.
Tell your friends! Hang posters & email flyers! Share Facebook postings! Like our school page
on FB!
Buy presale wristbands & tickets! This is the BEST value and are only offered BEFORE the
event starts! $60 for a Mega Pass wristband (One Free Day)! Or a Single Day wristband for
$20 ($35 value)! Tell your friends to buy presale too! This year, Pre-Sale Tickets are also
available through Eventbrite if you would like to share the link with your friends. Please note:
Processing fees apply online.
BINGO prizes! We are in need of any bingo prizes…gift cards (any denomination) are the best!
Who wouldn’t want to take a chance and win a gift card!?! Send Bingo prizes to the Office.
Spaghetti Dinner! This is always a HOT event and we sell out early!! If you have friends who
may not be “carnival people”, invite them to attend the Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday,
November 11th in the Parish Center. Dine in or Take out, 5-7pm this is hosted by the 8th grade
class & families and sponsored by Fratello’s Chicago Pizzeria.
Come and enjoy the weekend with your Saint Joseph families! We are committed to raising
money to support the school, as well as creating a memorable event for our children!
Furthermore, this is a great way to partner the school with our church and our community!
Kid Zone! NEW this year we will have a dedicated space for our younger carnival guests. Bring
all the kids to enjoy a 40 foot obstacle course or conquer the infamous Big Baller…….

2017 Carnival Spectacular Pre-Sale Order Form
Buy Now & Save Money!
Pre-Sale Mega Pass Wristband for $60 ($120 value): Ride all the rides you want, all weekend long with this
wristband. You CANNOT buy a weekend wristband once the Carnival starts, only available Pre-Sale! *
Pre-Sale Single Day Wristband for $20 ($30 value). Ride all the rides you want on any one day of your
choosing. These will be sold for $30 at the Carnival.*
Family Fun Package for $145 ($280 value) Package includes two (2) Mega Weekend Wristbands and forty
(40) $1 Tickets for use ONLY at St. Joseph School Sponsored booths (food/beverage/children’s
games/activities)
The Spaghetti Dinner is Saturday, November 11th from 5-7pm in the Parish Center. Dine in or Take Out.
These Tickets includes spaghetti, bread, salad & non-alcoholic drink. Dessert & wine will be available at an
additional cost. Buy Pre-Sale and get a coupon for a Free Dessert at the Spaghetti Dinner! Individual
Tickets for ADULTS: $8 and CHILDREN: $6
Spaghetti Dinner Family Package $25 includes Tickets for two (2) adults and two (2) children for dinner and
coupon for a Free Dessert at the dinner!
Note: *All rides have height restrictions. Patrons must be 36” in height to purchase any packages that include ride wristbands.
No refunds. If you have purchased ride wristbands, you will receive a voucher to be exchanged for your wristband at the
Dreamland Amusements ticket booths.

Carnival Spectacular 2017 Pre-Order Form
Family Name:

Homeroom:
Spaghetti Dinner

Carnival Rides
____ Mega Pass wristbands for $60 each =_____

_____Adult Dinner @ $8 each =_____

____Single Day wristbands for $20 each=_____

_____Child Dinner @ $6 each=_____

____Family Fun Package for $145 each=_____

_____Family Dinner Package @ $25 each=_____

GRAND TOTAL:
Check#:

Cash:

FACTS:

Authorization to Charge FACTS Account:

Turn in this ORDER FORM to the Office and tickets will be sent home with your child OR stop
by OR call the office to purchase tickets! Any questions, call 941-755-2611.
NOTE: CREDITS CARDS MAY BE USED IN THE OFFICE. A 3% Convenience Fee will be charged.

We still have yard signs and posters available to distribute.
Additional ones were printed. Volunteer hours are available for
placing around town. Also, discount coupons may be shared with
local businesses. Stop by the school office for more information.

Carnival Entertainment Schedule 2017
Thursday, November 9
5:00 – 6:30 Currently Open
7:00 – 10:00 Doug Deming and the Jewel Tones Band

www.dougdeming.com

Friday, November 10
3:00 – 4:00 Currently Open
4:30 – 5:00 Irish Celtic Dancers
4:00 – 6:30 Bingo (At Bingo Tent)
5:00 – 5:45 Honoring Military Personnel/Veterans
6:00 – 10:00 Actual Bank Robbers Band www.actualbankrobbers.com
Saturday, November 11
3:15 – 3:45 The Players Kids Performers
4:00 – 6:30 Bingo (At Bingo Tent)
4:30 – 5:00 Ellenton Ice Dance Group
5:00 – 6:00 Honoring Law Enforcement Personnel
6:00 – 10:00 Hatley Band www.hatleyband.com

Sunday, November 12
3:00 – 4:30 Sparknotes Band
www.sparknotesmusic.com
4:30 – 5:00 Diane Partington Studio of Classic Ballet
www.partingtonclassicalballet.com
5:00 – 6:00 Honoring Fire and EMS Personnel
6:00 – 8:00 Brett Conyer Walker www.brettconyerwalkermusic.com

